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October 04, 2017  
 
The Honorable Mayor Don Wagner 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 
 
RE: CITY OF IRVINE AMAZON HEADQUARTERS – SUPPORT 

Dear Mayor Wagner, 
 
The Association of California Cities – Orange County (ACC-OC) facilitates local government 
leaders who are committed to good public policy on a vast range of issues, including 
economic development. Our members look at what cities can do to spur economic health in 
their communities, as well as what can be done on a regional level by collaborating with other 
cities, private industries, non-profits, and educational institutions. It is with this in mind that 
we support the City of Irvine's bid to make itself the home to Amazon's proposed second 
headquarters.  
 
Over the last several decades, the City of Irvine has identified itself as a business-friendly 
community that has planned to meet the needs of their workforce. The City has established 
strong partnerships with developers, the Irvine Company and FivePoint, who have joined in 
supporting the City’s bid. This signals that Irvine is prepared to dedicate the land and space 
that Amazon has specified in their request for proposal (RFP). Amazon has also mentioned 
the need to prioritize a contract to bidders in areas with more than 1 million people who are 
also located within 45 minutes of an international airport. This positions Irvine well, as John 
Wayne International Airport serves the City and the greater region within a short distance 
from anywhere in the County. Additionally, Orange County’s airport just took the top ranking 
for “large” airports in the latest national quality rankings from J.D. Power.  
 
We would be remised not to mention that propelling Irvine’s business-friendly community and 
hub for innovation is none other than the University of California Irvine (UCI). It’s no 
coincidence that our diverse communities have flourished in proximity to great higher 
education campuses, positively affecting surrounding business and increasing job creation. 
UCI campuses and medical centers, have exponentially grown and have created and retained 
a talented workforce through their cutting-edge business partnerships, including their Cove 
location. The Cove aims to help budding entrepreneurs both in and outside the University 
flourish locally. This model serves as an incubator for entrepreneurs just starting businesses 
and has three accelerators to help them grow.  
 
In addition to the many strong community partnerships, Irvine’s City Council has a long history 
of providing businesses with incentives and options to further growth in their community. In 
2015, the Council removed their business licensing fee, which stood to attract more business 
to their City. The Council has also worked hard to maintain the City’s top secondary school 
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rankings, and was ranked number one in the Country for master planned communities, 
according to top real-estate consultants. Consistently, over 15 years, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has listed the City as having one of the nation’s lowest per capita violent crime 
rate rankings. On top of the quality of living that is offered in Irvine, the City is already home 
to an Amazon warehouse distribution center, further pronouncing Irvine as stand-out for 
Amazon’s second headquarters location.   
 
On a regional scale, Orange County works effectively city to city, and the support that Irvine 
would have on a countywide scale would be unmatched in any other region or state. For this 
and the reasons previously expressed, we urge you to support the City of Irvine’s bid to house 
Amazon’s next headquarters. Should you have any questions about the ACC-OC or our 
position please contact Diana Coronado, ACC-OC’s Legislative Affairs Director, at (714) 953-
1300 or at dcoronado@accoc.org. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Heather Stratman 
Chief Executive Officer 
Association of California Cities – Orange County 
 
CC: 
 
ACC-OC Board of Directors 
 

mailto:dcoronado@accoc.org


 

Mayor Don Wagner 
One Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA. 92606 
 

  

Re: Support for Amazon HQ2 in Irvine 
  
Dear Mayor Wagner, 
  
I write to you today to voice the Black Chamber of Orange County’s support for Irvine’s bid to make   
itself the home to Amazon’s proposed second headquarters.  Irvine is one of the most multi-cultural and 
diverse cities in Southern California, and the entire country. 
  
Irvine has established itself as Southern California’s economic and technological leader, calling itself 
home to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical and aerospace industries, and state of 
the art hospitals and medical facilities.  Furthermore, Irvine is home to the University of California, Irvine 
(UCI), which produces 60% of the STEM degrees in Orange County each year. 
  
As one of the leading companies in the world, Amazon would be a natural fit in this community that is 
uniquely qualified to be a home to the company and its employees.  The Irvine Unified School District 
(IUSD) is widely regarded as one of the top school districts in the country, recently being recognized as 
being a “Top Five District for Student Achievement” by the non-profit organization, Education Cit-
ies.  Additionally, this year IUSD has 109 National Merit Award semifinalists, most in the Southern Cali-
fornia region. 
  
Hundreds of different nationalities and international businesses reside in Irvine. The Black Chamber has 
just made Irvine its home at the Orange County One-Stop Center. The Orange County One Stop Center 
provides comprehensive employment and training services, including a Resource Center, veteran       
transition services, labor market information and Amazon is already utilizing the OC One Stop in Irvine 
for on-site interviews with future employees. We would like to welcome Amazon to strongly consider 
making Irvine its home as well. 
  
Sincerely, 
  

Robert V. McDonald 
 
Robert V. “Bobby” McDonald 
President & CEO Black Chamber of Orange County 
Chair, Orange County Veterans Advisory Council 
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September 20,2017

The Honorable Mayor Don Wagner

1 Civic Center Plaza

Irvine, CA92606

Dear Mayor Wagner,

The Building Industry Association of Southern California, Orange County

Chapter (BIA/OC) is a non-profit trade association representing 1,100

companies affiliated with the homebuilding industry throughout Southern

California. Our mission is to champion housing as the foundation of vibrant

and sustainable communities.

We write to you today to voice our support for Irvine's bid to make itself the

home to Amazon's proposed second headquarters. Irvine has established itself

as Southern California's economic and technological leader, calling itself home

to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical and aerosPace

industries, and state of the art hospitals and rnedical facilities. Furthermore,

Irvine is home to the University of Califonria, Irvine (UCI), which produces

60% oÍ the STEM degrees in Orange County each year'

As one of the leacling companies in the world, Amazon would be a natural fit
in this community that is uniquely qualified to be a home to the company and

its employees. The Irvine Unified School District (IUSD) is widely regarded as

one of the top school districts in the country, recently recognized as being a

"Top Five District for Student Achievement" by the non-profit organization,

Education Cities. Additionally, this year IUSD has 109 National Merit Award

semifinalists, most in the Southern California region'

Irvine is already home to an Amazon warehouse distribution center, and the

synergies just begin there. Orange County is the centet of a rapidly growing

High-Tech industry emergence in Southern California, with both the economic

and infrastructure resources to support and house an expansive tech worker

and executive management population

Respectfully,

PFESIDENT
PHIL BODEM

MERITAGE HOMES

VICE PRESIDENT
MIKE GARTLAN

KB HOME

TREASURER
RICK WOOD

TBI POINTE HOMÊS

SECRETAFY
SUNTI KUMJIM
MBK HOMES

IMMEDIATE PAST PBESIDENÏ
JIM YATES

RANCHO MISSION VIEJO

TRADE CONTRACTOR V.P.
ALAN BOUDBEAU

BOUDBÊAU PIPELINË
CORPORATION

ASSOCIATE VICE PBESIDENT
MARK HIMMELSTEIN

NEWMEYER & DILLION, LLP

MEMBEF.AT.LAHGE
LAURA ARCHULETA

JAMBOREE HOUSING

MEMBER.AT-LAFGE
SCOTT STARKEY

STAHKEY COMMUNICATIONS

EXECUTIVE OFFICER
STEVE LA MOTTE

Phil Bodem
BIAOC President of the Board

Steven LaMotte
Chapter Executive Officer
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THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY 

Bakersfield / Channel Islands / Chico / Dominguez Hills / East Bay / Fresno / Fullerton / Humboldt / Long Beach / Los Angeles / Maritime Academy       

Monterey Bay / Northridge / Pomona / Sacramento / San Bernardino / San Diego / San Francisco / San Jose / San Luis Obispo / San Marcos / 
Sonoma / Stanislaus 

Vice President 

University Advancement 

2600 Nutwood Ave. Suite 850 
Fullerton, CA 92831 

657-278-5287 

 
 

 

 
 

 

September 28, 2017 
 

Honorable Don Wagner 

Mayor, City of Irvine 

1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 

 

Dear Mayor Wagner, 
 

On behalf of the over 40,000 students at California State University, Fullerton, I want to share our 

support for Amazon to place their new headquarters in Irvine.  
 

Orange County is a natural fit for Amazon. Beyond your current workforce, Cal State Fullerton alone 

is producing about 11,000 diverse graduates annually in the STEM and other fields that I know are 

important to your company and will fuel your workforce for many years into the future. It is important 
to note that of our 275,000 alumni, 45% live in Orange County and 80% are within 50 miles of the 

campus. These individuals are the skilled workforce you need.  

 
While Cal State Fullerton has several campuses around Orange County, our most significant satellite 

campus is in Irvine with almost 4,500 students studying topics from business, to heath care 

management, to communication studies. Our Irvine campus is ready and willing to partner as needed 

to meet the educational needs of your employees.  
 

Thank you for your consideration in starting a second headquarters in Orange County and if you have 

any questions please don't hesitate to let me know.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 

Greg Saks 
Vice President  

University Advancement  

 
 

Cc: Bryan Starr, President for Irvine Chamber 

       Lucy Dunn, President for the Orange County Business Council 

 
 

 

 



City of Irvine Civic Center 
1 Civic Center Plaza 

Irvine, CA  92606 
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to the Irvine Civic Center 
 
When you arrive, you may park in any parking space except those marked for 20 minute parking (parking 
spaces painted with green stripes).   
 

Civic Center 
Parking 
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The Honorable Mayor Don Wagner
1 Civic Center Plaza

lrvine, CA 92606
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Re: Support for Amazon HQ2 in lrvine

Dear Mayor Wagner,

I write to voice my support for lrvine's bid to become the home of Amazon's proposed second

headquarters. lrvine has establlshed itself as Southern California's economic and technological leader,

calling itself home to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical and aerospace industries,

and state of the art hospitals, Furthermore, lrvine is home to the University of California, lrvine (UCl),

which produces 6O% of the STEM degrees in Orange County each year.

As one of the leading companies in the world, Amazon would be a naturalfit in lrvine. With excellent

education, housing and entertainment opportunities, lrvine is uniquely qualified to host a company of
this caliber. Hundreds of companies have come to call lrvine home, and I would like to encourage

Amazon to strongly consider making it their home as well,

rk El

of uisitions
arwater Communities
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October 17, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mayor Don Wagner 
City of Irvine 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 
 
Re:  Support for Amazon Headquarters in Irvine, California 
 
Dear Mayor Wagner, 
 
Cox Communications supports the City of Irvine’s proposal for Amazon to establish its second 
headquarters within the city.  With the best schools in the region, beautiful open spaces, a thriving 
economy and a welcoming community, Irvine is an ideal choice for the tech leader.  
 
Already home to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical and aerospace industries, and 
state-of-the-art hospitals and medical facilities, Irvine is brimming with a highly-educated, energetic 
workforce.  And with its laser focus on innovation and entrepreneurialism, Irvine is quickly becoming the 
premier location for startup companies to launch and reap the benefits of its pro-business environment.   
 
In addition, Irvine boasts one of the top-rated school districts in the country, Irvine Unified School District 
(IUSD), as well as the University of California, Irvine (UCI), which produces 60% of the STEM degrees in 
Orange County each year.  Couple that with unmatched master-planned communities, world-class 
shopping and among the safest neighborhoods in the nation, and there is certainly no question that Irvine 
has much to offer Amazon and its employees.   
 
As the nation’s third-largest cable provider, Cox is pleased to count among its customers many of Irvine’s 
residents, businesses and institutions, including IUSD, UCI and the City of Irvine itself.  Cox is known for its 
pioneering efforts in broadband, voice and commercial services, and industry-leading customer care.  
Over the past several years, Cox has invested heavily in Irvine with the deployment of fiber-to-the-home 
in new communities and plans to bring fiber deeper into established communities through DOCSIS 3.1 
deployment, allowing for access to gigabit speeds in all neighborhoods.  On the commercial side, Cox has 
been offering 10+ gigabit speeds for over a decade, as well as WiFi solutions, VoIP, DDoS Mitigation and 
other best-in-class products.  Should Amazon choose to locate in Irvine, Cox is committed to dedicating 
the highest level of support necessary to build customized solutions for all its voice, video and data needs. 
 
As a long-standing partner of the city, Cox joins Irvine in inviting Amazon to strongly consider making this 
one-of-a-kind place its new home.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sam Attisha 
Senior Vice President 
Cox California 

Cc:  Brian Starr, Greater Irvine Chamber 



Cylance chose Irvine as its headquarters in large part because of the incredible wealth of data science 
and technology talent coming out of UC Irvine and local tech companies. Secondly, the cost of living in 
OC vs the Bay Area is attractive to technology employees. Irvine is focused on providing quality of life for 
employees in a location that’s uniquely situated between a gorgeous shoreline and a sea of well‐
appointed, high‐tech workspaces. 
 
‐‐ Shaun Walsh, SVP of Marketing, Cylance 
 
 

 
 
Cylance In The News: 60 Minutes | NYT | Wired 
Cylance is “SC Magazine Best Buy” winner over SentinelONE, Invincea, ESET, Trend Micro and many 
more. 
 









Laura Perdew

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subiect:

Bryan Starr
Monday, September 18,2017 1 1:16 AM
Amazonlrvine
Support for Amazon lrvine HQ2

Dear Mayor Wagner:

I strongly support a second North America Headquarters for Amazon in lrvine. The economic impact of such a

large employer in our city will greatly benefit the community and the business ecosystem, help retain our
highly-skilled workforce educated in our world-class schools and 15 colleges and universities, and ensure the
future economic vitality of lrvine.

Thank you

Sincerely,
Bryan Starr

President and CEO Greater lrvine Chamber

82



 

 

October 11, 2017 
 
Mayor Donald P. Wagner 
City of Irvine 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 
 
Dear Mayor Wagner, 
 
The Irvine Unified School District (IUSD) is uniquely qualified to serve the children and families of Irvine, 
which is a thriving, leading edge and international city, and would have the experience and capacity 
necessary to support Amazon and its employees. Located in the heart of Orange County, California, IUSD 
is one of the highest performing school districts in the nation and is comprised of a culturally rich and 
diverse population with more than 70 languages spoken.  Our more than 34,000 K-12 students are 
served by one early childhood education school, 23 elementary schools, three K-8 schools, six middle 
schools, five high schools and one continuation high school.   
 
IUSD’s successes and student performance, which continually exceed state and national standards, are 
the result of a dynamic partnership with talented, dedicated and caring teachers, engaged students, 
involved parents, and supportive business and community leaders.  Since its inception in 1972, IUSD has 
leveraged this partnership to create a student centered learning environment to create a culture of 
excellence and continuous improvement, which is reflected in our outstanding programs in academics, 
the arts and athletics.   
 
Some of our many accolades include: 
 

 The Orange County Register’s “Best of 2017” ranked Irvine as the best city in Orange County, 
citing IUSD and its schools as a primary reason for this designation. 

 IUSD schools have received the prestigious National Blue Ribbon Award 15 times since 1982 and 
have been awarded the California Distinguished Schools/Gold Ribbon designation 70 times since 
1986. 

 IUSD is consistently ranked high on Newsweek’s “List of America’s Top High Schools.”   
 Woodbridge High School was named top school for music education in the nation by the 

GRAMMY Foundation in 2016 and IUSD was the first-ever district to have all four high schools 
named GRAMMY Signature Schools. 

 IUSD was named one of the top five districts in the nation for student achievement by the 
nonprofit Education Cities. 

 IUSD is consistently recognized nationally as a “Best Community for Music Education” by the 
highly regarded NAMM Foundation. 



 

 

 More IUSD students than any other school district qualified for the semifinalist round of the 
prestigious National Merit Scholarship for the 2017-18 school year. 

 While IUSD has always had high academic performance, for the past three years, under new 
state testing, IUSD has ranked among the highest performing school districts in California in 
Math and English Language Arts/Literacy, significantly outperforming both Orange County and 
State score averages. 

 High school SAT scores consistently rank top in Orange County and in the state. 
 IUSD students continue to receive top honors at science, engineering, history, art and music 

fairs and competitions at the local, state and national levels. Examples include:  
o More than half of the Youth Ensemble Pacific Symphony musicians are IUSD students 

(152 or of 220 musicians), more than any district in the state.   
o In 2016, IUSD sent the most students to the California National History Day Competition 

with several teams advancing and placing at the national competition. 
 Among many accolades year after year, IUSD campuses are consistently named among the 

county’s best in the Orange County Register’s annual evaluation of elementary, middle and high 
schools. 
 

As one of the fastest growing districts in the nation, IUSD is committed to ensuring its schools are 
equipped with the necessary features and resources to promote intellectual risk-taking, creativity, 
communication and critical thinking, while infusing innovative educational technologies to prepare 
students for 21st century higher education and careers.  Investments include enhanced technological 
infrastructure, flexible furniture, state of the art new schools, and thorough modernizations to aging 
IUSD schools through the implementation of the Measure E school facilities improvement bond.    
 
Since 2013, IUSD has opened and/or begun construction on seven new state-of-the-art schools, with 

construction on the eighth school set to begin in 2019, to support Irvine’s burgeoning population.  This is 

in addition to the passage of Measure E by Irvine voters and the implementation of the first Measure E 

funding series this year.  Throughout this period of unprecedented growth, IUSD has remained one of 

the highest performing school districts in the nation.   

IUSD’s investments have also been focused on technology infrastructure, devices and building capacity 
in teachers and staff.  In addition to increased bandwidth and wireless upgrades throughout the District, 
IUSD was one of several Orange County public schools to receive the first-ever 100-Gigabit per second K-
12 internet connection.  As a result of the Board of Education’s strategic investments and upgrades in 
our technology infrastructure, IUSD is uniquely positioned to fully capitalize on these unprecedented 
levels of connectivity, which will enable us to fully explore best practices in augmenting student learning 
in transformative ways. 
 
The District believes that to best leverage the talents of our dedicated personnel and optimize the 
learning opportunities for students, IUSD’s planning and investments must maximize limited resources, 



 

 

to develop essential capacities, and foster innovation, resilience and collaboration.  This unique culture 
of empowered accountability enables IUSD to be nimble and for each school to meet the unique needs 
of its community.   
 
Equally important to the District’s success is our deep and committed partnerships with the community, 
including the PTA, the Irvine Public Schools Foundation, the City of Irvine, the business community and 
development partners such as the Irvine Company and Fivepoint.   IUSD’s community and business 
partnerships provide support and funding to help develop well-rounded students and a learning 
environment grounded in excellence.   
 
Together, we are working to build a bright future for our children.  There is no other City like Irvine and 
no other community that works in unison to provide the best educational experience possible for its 
children.  If Irvine is selected by Amazon, IUSD will ensure the same level of excellence for its many 
employees and their families. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Terry L. Walker 
Superintendent of Schools         
 
 

 
  

 





 
 
 
October 2, 2017 
 
 
Dear Linda: 
 
In my extended supply chain and logistics career, serving Panasonic North America, Toshiba 
America, third-party logistics providers, and as a board member for the SoCal Council of Supply 
Chain Management Professionals (CSCMP), I have had the opportunity to manage national and 
local logistics operations.   
 
Through this time, I have witnessed Southern California firmly establish itself as the preeminent 
logistics hub in the U.S. and North America. Furthermore, in the heart of this region, the City of 
Irvine ranks high in many of key logistics elements: proximity to ocean, truck, rail and air 
transportation links, as well as to Southern border operations-- a large, educated and diverse 
workforce— and a well-planned and developed infrastructure, well suited to support efficient 
business operations. 
 
 
David Juranich 
Sr. Management | Logistics & Supply Chain | LCB 
 











Amazon lrvine HQ2

"Working backwardsfrom customer needs often demands that we acquíre new competencies and
exercise new muscles, never mind how uncomþrtable and awkward-feeling those fi.rst steps

might be." - JeffBezos, in a message written to his shqre holders

lrvine is a thriving hub of talent and innovation. Do you ever wonder why Oculus and so many

other technology giants were given birth in lrvine? lrvine is a nexus point for cutting-edge

development. From the UCI's eSports arena to TAE's fusion reactor, the future is being created

in lrvine. For the last several years we have seen so many local students (and hobbyists) turn

into fully funded VR companies through the ecosystem of support that lrvine provides. lf you

want innovate at the leading edge, come join the revolution quietly brewing in the City of
lrvine.

Best,

Dylan Watkins

Monster VR

Dylan Watkins
Chief Executive Officer
Phone: 7L4.25I.738L
www.monstervr.com



Laura Perdew

From:
Sent:
To:

Steve Rosansky <steve@ N EWPORTBEACH.COM >

Monday, September 25,2017 2:51 PM

Amazonlrvine
Support for Amazon lrvine HQ2Subject:

Dear Mayor Wagner:

The Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the locatlon of the new Amazon headquarters in

lrvine. I only wish we had a suitable site here in Newport Beach. The presence of Amazon her in Orange

County will not only be felt in lrvine, but countywide, with the number of new jobs, residents, and businesses

locating to this area to be near the headquarters. All ships will rise in a rising tide. Best of luck with this

endeavor.

'Warm 
regards,

Steven Rosansky

President/CEO
Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce
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The	
  Honorable	
  Mayor	
  Don	
  Wagner	
  	
  
1	
  Civic	
  Center	
  Plaza	
  
Irvine,	
  CA	
  92606	
  
	
  	
  
October	
  3,	
  2017	
  
	
  	
  
Re:	
  Support	
  for	
  Amazon	
  HQ2	
  in	
  Irvine	
  
	
  	
  
Dear	
  Mayor	
  Wagner,	
  
	
  	
  
I	
  write	
  to	
  you	
  today	
  to	
  voice	
  the	
  Orange	
  County	
  Hispanic	
  Chamber	
  of	
  Commerce’s	
  support	
  for	
  
Irvine’s	
  bid	
  to	
  make	
  itself	
  the	
  home	
  to	
  Amazon’s	
  proposed	
  second	
  headquarters.	
  	
  Irvine	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
most	
  multi-­‐cultural	
  cities	
  in	
  Southern	
  California,	
  and	
  the	
  entire	
  country.	
  
	
  	
  
Irvine	
  has	
  established	
  itself	
  as	
  Southern	
  California’s	
  economic	
  and	
  technological	
  leader,	
  calling	
  itself	
  
home	
  to	
  more	
  than	
  900	
  tech	
  companies,	
  burgeoning	
  bio-­‐medical	
  and	
  aerospace	
  industries,	
  and	
  
state	
  of	
  the	
  art	
  hospitals	
  and	
  medical	
  facilities.	
  	
  Furthermore,	
  Irvine	
  is	
  home	
  to	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  
California,	
  Irvine	
  (UCI),	
  which	
  produces	
  60%	
  of	
  the	
  STEM	
  degrees	
  in	
  Orange	
  County	
  each	
  year.	
  
	
  	
  
As	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  leading	
  companies	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  Amazon	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  natural	
  fit	
  in	
  this	
  community	
  that	
  
is	
  uniquely	
  qualified	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  home	
  to	
  the	
  company	
  and	
  its	
  employees.	
  	
  The	
  Irvine	
  Unified	
  School	
  
District	
  (IUSD)	
  is	
  widely	
  regarded	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  school	
  districts	
  in	
  the	
  country,	
  recently	
  being	
  
recognized	
  as	
  being	
  a	
  “Top	
  Five	
  District	
  for	
  Student	
  Achievement”	
  by	
  the	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization,	
  
Education	
  Cities.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  this	
  year	
  IUSD	
  has	
  109	
  National	
  Merit	
  Award	
  semifinalists,	
  most	
  in	
  
the	
  Southern	
  California	
  region.	
  
	
  	
  
Hundreds	
  of	
  different	
  nationalities	
  and	
  international	
  businesses	
  reside	
  in	
  Irvine	
  home,	
  and	
  we	
  
would	
  like	
  to	
  welcome	
  Amazon	
  to	
  strongly	
  consider	
  making	
  it	
  their	
  home	
  as	
  well.	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Reuben	
  Franco	
  
President	
  and	
  CEO	
  
Orange	
  County	
  Hispanic	
  Chamber	
  of	
  Commerce	
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The Honorable Mayor Don Wagner 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 
  
October 3, 2017 
  
Re: Support for Amazon HQ2 in Irvine 
  
Dear Mayor Wagner, 
  
I write to you today to voice the Orange County Iranian American Chamber of Commerce (OCIACC)’s 
support for Irvine’s bid to make itself the home to Amazon’s proposed second headquarters.  Irvine, as 
one of the most multi-cultural cities in California, and the entire country, is poised to accept and 
accommodate Amazon’s development needs. 
  
Irvine has established itself as Southern California’s economic and technological leader, acting as the 
home to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical facilities, aerospace industries, and 
state of the art hospitals and medical facilities.  Furthermore, Irvine is home to the University of 
California, Irvine (UCI), which produces 60% of the STEM degrees in Orange County each year, proving 
Irvine can be the source for exemplary employees for Amazon. 
  
As one of the leading companies in the world, Amazon would be a natural fit in this community, which is 
uniquely qualified to be a home to the company and its employees.  The Irvine Unified School District 
(IUSD) is widely regarded as one of the top school districts in the country, having recently been 
recognized as being a “Top Five District for Student Achievement” by the non-profit organization 
Education Cities.  Additionally, this year IUSD has 109 National Merit Award semifinalists, the most in 
the Southern California region. 
  
Hundreds of Iranian born business owners reside in Irvine and call it home, and on behalf of OCIACC, I 
would like to welcome Amazon to strongly consider making Irvine their home as well. 
  
Sincerely, 
 

Shani Moslehi 

President 

Orange County Iranian American Chamber of Commerce 

Mobile: (949) 283-6767 

Office:  (949) 370-0102 

 

http://www.ociacc.com/
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THE LEADING VOICE OF BUSINESS IN ORANGE COUNTY 

October 10, 2017 
 
The Honorable Don Wagner 
Mayor, City of Irvine 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 
 
Dear Mayor Wagner: 
 
Please accept this letter on behalf of members of the Board of Directors of Orange County 
Business Council which enthusiastically endorses the City of Irvine’s application to bring 
Amazon’s second headquarters to Orange County.  OCBC is Orange County’s leading voice 
of business regionally, nationally, and globally; working to enhance its economy and 
preserve a high quality of life in the nation’s sixth most populous county. We commend your 
partnership with The Irvine Company on this application, in light of their recognized expertise 
creating sophisticated work spaces and campuses for innovative, growing companies.   
 
Irvine—and Orange County--have ideal strategic advantages that align with Amazon’s 
business objectives and we are confident your proposal can meet their needs while offering 
a promising and productive environment to nurture long-term success.   
 
Irvine is top-ranked as a safe and business friendly city, offering a diverse, highly educated, 
tech- savvy workforce from the highest ranked public schools in California. The University of 
California, Irvine, California State University, Fullerton, Chapman University, Brandman 
University, Concordia University, Irvine Valley College, and many others in Orange County 
offer substantial engineering, computer science, and technical degrees, as well as a history 
of close collaboration with companies.  In addition, each of Orange County’s other 33 cities 
offer unique business, recreational, cultural, sports, and entertainment opportunities that will 
surely be attractive to Amazon from a regional perspective.   
 
Irvine is the heart of Orange County, well served by the arteries of the major freeways and 
toll roads that move people and commerce in an entrepreneurial-friendly region of more than 
three million residents.  It is close to major hubs including the Ports of Los Angeles/Long 
Beach, Los Angeles International Airport, John Wayne Airport, Long Beach Airport, and 
Ontario International Airport.   
 
In summary, we are confident that Orange County offers opportunities that help make Irvine 
uniquely qualified to meet Amazon’s needs.  We stand ready to provide any assistance 
necessary to help you succeed. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

http://www.ocbc.org/
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Richard Porras  
Chair, Board of Directors 
Chair – Workforce Development 
Assistant Vice President, External Affairs 
AT&T 
 
 

 
Steve Churm  
Chair Elect 
Co-Chair – Membership/Investor Relations 
Chair – Research and Communications 
Chief Communications Officer 
FivePoint Holdings, LLC 
 
 

 
Robert L. Mayer, Jr. (RJ)  
Immediate Past Chair 
Chair – Strategic Planning 
Chairman and Chief Operating Officer 
The Mayer Corporation 
 
 

 
Robbin Narike Preciado  
Treasurer 
Regional President 
Union Bank 
 
 

 
Lucetta Dunn  
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Orange County Business Council 
 
 

 
Lisa Haines  
Co-Chair – Advocacy 
Vice President, Public Affairs 
Disneyland Resort 
 
 

/Juan C. Basombrio/ 

Juan C. Basombrio  
Co-Chair – Economic Development 
Partner, International Office Head 
Dorsey & Whitney LLP 
 
 

 
Laura DeSoto  
Co-Chair – Membership/Investor Relations 
Consumer Information Services/ 
SVP Transaction Services 
Experian 
 
 

 
Thomas D. Phelps  
CEO Leadership Caucus 
Partner 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 
 
 

 
Dan Miller  
Chair – City Partners 
Senior Vice President, Entitlement  
and Public Affairs 
The Irvine Company 
 
 

 
Michael Kraman  
Chair – OCMoves 
Chief Executive Officer 
Transportation Corridor Agencies 
 
 



The Honorable Don Wagner 
October 10, 2017 
Page 3 of 3 

 

 
Dave Bartlett  
Vice President, Land Entitlement 
Brookfield Residential Southern California 
 
 

 
Charles Bullock, J.D.  
Executive Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs 
and Provost 
Brandman University 
 
 

 
Cathy Capaldi  
Senior Vice President, Business Development, 
Marketing, & Communications 
MemorialCare Health System 
 
 

 
Les Card  
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
LSA Associates, Inc. 
 
 

 
Mark Costa  

Executive Director 
Kaiser Permanente Orange County 
 
 

 
Tom Cuce  
President 
UPS, South California District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Jodi Duva  
Vice President 
Cox Business Orange Coast 
 
 

 
Brian Hervey   
Vice Chancellor, University Advancement 
University of California, Irvine 
 
 

 
 
Michael T. Hornak  
Partner 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP 
 
 

 
Jena Jensen  
Chief Government Relations Officer 
CHOC Children’s 
 
 

 
Dan Kelly  
Senior Vice President, Governmental Relations 
and Corporate Communications 
Rancho Mission Viejo, LLC 
 
 

 
Don Kennedy  
Vice President  
First American Title Company 
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Larry Labrado  
Senior Manager, Government Affairs 
Southern California Edison 
 
 

 
Al Mijares, Ph.D.  
County Superintendent of Schools 
Orange County Department of Education 
 
 

 
Glenn Roquemore, Ph.D.  
President 
Irvine Valley College 
 
 

 
Gregory Saks  
Vice President for University Advancement 
Cal State University, Fullerton 
 
 

 
 
Dessi Sarabosing  
Chief Financial Officer 
Mobilitie 
 
 

 
Rodger Schwecke  
Vice President, Customer Solutions 
SoCalGas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Daniele Struppa, Ph.D.   
Chancellor 
Chapman University 
 
 

 
Frank Talarico, Jr.  
President and CEO 
Goodwill of Orange County 
 
 

 
Annette Walker  
Division President, St. Joseph Health, 
Providence St. Joseph Health 
 
 

 
David Warner  
Senior Vice President, So. Calif. Infrastructure 
Leader 
Parsons 
 
 

 
Shari Battle  
SVP – Orange County Market Manager 
Bank of America 
 
 



Dear Irvine Mayor'Wagner:

As the leacling accelerator in SoCal and organization focused to both capital access and growth

resources I would like to confirm our committment to Orange County in the bid to attract

Amazon. Since 2002 OCTANe has been at the leading edge of innovation in OC hosting

conferences that engage both the tech and medtech industries while creating and funding over

400 companies through our LaunchPad process. During this journey OCTANe companies have

created over 7,500 new jobs, we have helped companies raise $1.68 in capital and our portfolio

of companies has had 15 liqudity events with 3 in the past 4 months. OCTANe has been the

organiàaion to tie together the ecosystem and assure strong relationships among our research

institutes, entrepreneurs, investors and corporate leaders.

As we move toward Q4 2017 we are completing a two year transformation that will create

greater focus and leadership as we execute on our Vision 2025 Strategy. Our key metric is to

reach 22,000 high paying technology jobs by 2025 in addition to funding of early stage

companies in excess of $3.58. Our first direct investment fund, Visionary Ventures has made

eight investments and we will introduce additional funds in 2018 and beyond. LaunchPad

continues to be the most productive accelerator in OC and ranked in the top 5 among907

development centers supported by the SBA. Our new growth services platform assures

companies can remain and grow in OC enancing economic value and job creation.

Largu companies associate OCTANe with helping create a move diverse and highly skilled

workforce, aÍr areathat would benefit Amazon as the organization grows its OC presence. As the

new company to OC, OCTANe would help facilitate integration into the OC ecosystem for
Arnazon and their employees providing faster results and collaboration among the many strong

companies already located hcrc.

I would pledge both my personal support and that of OCTANe to work closely with Amazon

leadership to assure HQ2 is well served in Orange County. Attached is both our annual Impact

Report and list of our Board of Directors all of whom are excited to support this initiative.

Best Regards,

Bill Carpou
CEO I OCTANe
o 949-330-6568
M 949-500-4821
bill@octaneoc.org
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bg Connectírz.g People, Resourees & Cøpítøl

Lcarn lroiv at O(l'fANc's lvlcdical Tcchttology lnttovatiotl Forul
Octobcr.ì0-31

Ncw¡rort [Jeaclt N{arriott Rcsort

c
OC -f t Fle



Cf CTFIf-ìe
2016 Annual lmpact Report

Driving innovation by connecting ideas and people with resources and capital.



From Our GEO

February 1,2017

The year 2016 was transformationalfor 0CTANe, our affiliated partners, sponsors, and members. We established a plan to

create a more action-oriented organization that will lead the 0C innovation ecosystem in becoming a nationally recognized

center for company formation and growth.

ln late 2016, OCTANe merged with 0C Tech Alliance to expand our service to the information technology sector. And

our 2016 conferences drew record attendance with 73 percent growth compared to 2010 We also partnered with world-

renowned surgegns to create Visionary Ventures, our first sector-specific venture fund focused on investments

in ophthalmology,

We also added a number of talented people to our team in 2016. Today, the OCTANe team is equipped to support innovative

technology companies and entrepreneurs t0 ensure that they have access to the capital and expertise they need to grow.

This focus on capital and expertise lead to the development ol our Ptatform for Grawth initiative anrl??TANe Growth Services

which provides a critical portal to connect people and resources. Ihe 7CTANI Growth Services program and online portal

will launch in early 2017.}ur Platform for Growth initiative is focused on creating 22,000 technology-related jobs in Orange

County by 2025.

It is a great time for technology in Orange County and the surrounding region, lt is also an exciting time to be part of OCTANe.

I urge you t0 engage and increase your involvement with our team as well as our sponsors, members, and advisors,

Thank you for your continued confidence in 0CTANe, support for our organization, and role in growing 0range County's

technology ecosystem, My staff and I stand ready to do what it takes to help you and your team inn0vate and grow.

Bill Carpou

Chief Executive 0fficer

949.330,6568

bill@ octaneoc.org



OCTANe: Focused 0n Acceleration

Founded in2002,0CTANe is Southern California's leading technology innovation accelerator.

0ur core focus is to accelerate development and growth by connecting high-tech and med-tech

entrepreneurs and executives with investors, advisors, resources and strategic partners, This is

done through four core 0CTANe irlitiatives.

"Th e La u n ch Pad" proce ss

was instrunental in our

early funding. Since then

we have raised $89 milliott

and expancled our entployee

basc hy 260 profcssionals.

ACfANe has provrded

invaluable support."

Ray Grainger

CE0, IVlavenlink

OCTANe Gonnect
. Conferences
. Summits/Programs
. Sponsors/Members
. Annual Partners
. Community [ngagomcnt

0CTANe Growth Services
. lnvestor H0

¡ Resource Center

. Advisor Services

. Executive Boundtables

. M&A Advice

OCTANe LaunchPad
. Predictìve Analytics Process

. lndustry Panel Evaluations

. Targeted SME Advice

. Capital Strategy Development

r lnvcrtor Introductionc

0GTANe Gapital
. Visionary Venture Fund ^'

. Neurovascular

. Cardiovascular

. High Tech

r Other

0CTANe Connect

. Programs and Signaiure Events that attracted over 10,000 attendees in 2016

. Annual Partnerships with over 50 key technology influencers including: Abbott, Allergan,

Chapman University, Edwards Lifesciences, JP Morgan, Medtronic, Microsemi, the University

of California, lrvine, and Zeiss

0CTANe LaunchPad

¡ Nationally recognized technology accelerator focused on early-stage growth and

development

. Supported over 40 early-stage companies in 2016

0CTANe Growth Services

. Capital, M&A and advisory services to help companies grow and scale quickly

. Launched fhe Portal by )CTANe - an online resource center for entrepreneurs, executives,

investors, and experts

0CTANe Capital

. Launched Visionary Ventures in 2016 - a $50 million sector-specific fund focused on

lnvestments in innovative eye care companies



Launching Success

0CTANe is committed to Orange County's economic success with both a pr0ven track record and

aggressive growth goals to support that commitment, 0ur goal of 22,500 new tech jobs by 2025 is

realistic when you consider the success of the 0CTANe LaunchPad" Small Business Development

Center (LaunchPad SBDC) over the past decade. This success lncludes:

.'--9-*
LounchPod

r 1,500 entrepreneurs and companies participated in LaunchPad

. 321 companies completed the full LaunchPad process

r 236 of the LaunchPad 'graduates' received funding

. LaunchPad companies have received over $1,4 billion in capital

" Lau nch Pad e n cou raged u s

to develop and refine our

strategy and messaging

and to think nuch bigger,

naking Lts n]ore appealing

to investors."

Jerry Mezger

CÊ0, Harbor MedTech

LaunchPad - A Proven Acceleration Agent

The underlying premise of LaunchPad is that a company's investor presentation is a good indicattlr

of the soundness and fundability of the business plan. Multidisciplinary LaunchPad panels,

comprised of highly experienced current and former executives evaluate entrepreneur and growth

company presentations from the perspective of both an investor and operator, The input is verbal

and quantitative.

Quantitativc fccdback is based on multiple criteria developed by 0CTANe and its LaunchPad

advisors, This quantitative scoring process uses predictive analysis and is a proven indicator for

early-stage cgmpany success and their ability to raise capitalwithin 12 months of completing the

LaunchPad process.

0CTANe LaunchPad 0CTANe Growth Services
Current Focus Service ExPansion

A Proven Capital lnfluence

As December 2016 came to a close, 236 LaunchPad companies had received funding. Funding was

initiated by institutional investors, private investors, family foundations, and corporate venture funds,

LaunchPad's affiliation with the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and the investors outlined

above equip it to be a vital engine in Orange County technology innovation and growth for many

years to come.

Exit Strategy
Monetize

ldea lncubation
ProclLrct and

BLtslness Plan

Acceleration Capital
StrategY

I nvestors
Ca pilal

Perlormânce
Revenue/EBITDA

Exit/lP0

lncu bat ion

Provider:

Collaboration

Reviews panels

and analytics:
Funding

0perational
Execution:

Growth



Accelerating Access To Gapital

Capital is the lifeblood that turns the entrepreneur's idea into a business and the growth of the

cgmpany's opportunity into success, 0ne of the greatest challenges that developing high-tech and

med-tech companies face is access to capital. 0CTANe has historically helped entrepreneurs and

companies prepare themselves t0 get access to capital Now, we ate prepared to play an even more

active role in capital connections,

Preparation ls The First SteP

Helping entrepreneurs and early stage companies refine their business plans and prepare to tell

their story to investors has been a historical strength of 0CTANe through our LaunchPad program,

This vital step in the capital process has helped 0range County early-stage technology companies

raise over $1.4 billion in capital over the past decade.

"The breadth and expertise

of the )CTANI advisors is

invaluabte in preparinþ a

CE) - especially a firsttine
CE) - for the arduous task

of raising money".

John Hendrick

CE0, Mynosys

A Visionary Fund

Portfolio Company

t . .... .... o..

a in capital over the last decade
$1.4 BILLION .........o..3

a
a
a
a
a
a
a

2007 2017

Expanding The 0CTANe lnvestor Network

Today, 0CTANe is expanding our role in providing vital capital connections for investors looking

to invest in Qrange County's technology companies. And we are also taking a more active role in

ensuring that qualified entrepreneurs and growth companies have access to investors. These bold

steps include:

r Creating Visionary Ventures, our first sector-specific fund - a $50M fund making direct

investments in promising eye care companies

¡ Aligning with corporate venture funds to pursue early-stage technology

. Expanding the stable of institutional investors and capital from New York, Boston, Silicon

Valley, Chicago, and Detroit

¡ Creating a new private investor network that can provide both capital and active expertise.



Accelerating Access To Resources & Expertise

lf capital is the lifeblood of growth, then expertise is its brain power. 0CTANe recognizes that

entrepreneurs and early-stage companies need expertise at critical times in lheir business

development and growth process, Often times, this expertise is needed when capital is not in

place to pay for it.

Expertise At The Right Time

That is why OCTANe is working to expand access to expertise for technology companies, Access

to expertise, as we have seen in the LaunchPad process, is critical to helping entrepreneurs and

executives refine their business plans, develop capital strategies, and prepare to launch and grow

Fxpertise at critical iunctures can actually be the difference between success and failure,

Expertise ln The Right Place

To address the 'expertise gap', and as part of our Growth Services initiative, we are now launching

The Portat by )CTAN7. This one-of-a-kind resource center provides entrepreneurs, executives,

investors, and advisors with easy access t0 Orange County's deep bench of expertise. The Portal by

0CTANe includes:

"The ne¡l}CfANe Growth

Services platforn supports

company growth, access

to cap¡tal, and drives

vital relationships in the

te ch n o l o gy c o nt nt u n ity. "

Jason Lantgen

Vice President, JLL

. Resource center with rich content such as whitepapers, case studies, and presentations

¡ lnvestor headquarters that matches investors with the strong opportunities

. Advisor services to support revenue growth and M&A activity Executive roundtables

designed for early-stage executives.

. Access to Deals

. Secured Access for

Pre-screened Companies

and lnvestors

. Pre-Qualified

Growth Specialists
. lndustry Experts

. Thought Leadership

. lndustry Experts

. Knowledge Center

o Peer-to-Peer
. C-Suite Execs
o Best Practices

Resources Forumslnvestor H0 Advisors

Growth Services
Exclusive for Partners and Members 0nly

THEP0RTALby0CTANe.com



The Measure 0f Success

"l've seen hovv the

LaunchPad platfonn

pre pares e ntre p re n e u rs to

th i nk bol d ly, strateg ¡cal ly,

and better co nt nt u n i c ate

with investors ltke ne.

Lau n ch Pad has i ntrod uc ecl

us to exciting contpanies,"

Akhil Saklecha

Partner, Artiman Ventures

"We dreanted up a concept,

created an industry, and got

our first pelt on the wall,

thanks in large part to the

t¡tork of LaunchPad. Your

teant provided insights and

discipline that are part of

OUT SUCCESS,"

P,J. lVlastracchio

CE0, AtYourGate

0CTANe's impact on the 0range County ecosystem has been significant. Now, with our focus on

The Platform for ârowth initiative, we need to make certain that our affiliated partners, members,

investors, entrepreneurs, and executives are all aligned in achieving clear success metrics. When

we achieve the metrics shown below, the result will be 22,000 new technology-related jobs and

$1.8 billion in new value created in 0range County by 2025

The Platform For lnnovation & Growth

0CTANe is Orange County's platform for innovation and technology industry acceleration and

growth, 0ur LaunchPad SBDC is the leading Small Business Development Center accelerator

in the United States, outperforming allof its peers in job creation and capital infusion,

Building on this legacy of success in creating and growing technology companies, 0CTANe's

new Growth Services platform will add much needed infrastructure and a readily available

resource for entrepreneurs, executives, investors, and advisors to connect and grow,

QCTANe is ready Qrange County high-tech and med-tech innovators are ready, Come

join us to connect, innovate, and grow.

40 681321

30 506236

$250m $3.65b$1.4b

1,653 22,0007,119

$1.6b$519m

$150.6m$48.2m

372k 4.9m1.6m

3 3912

$140m $1.8b$512m

Commercial Square Feet

Value

Economic Tax lmpact

Jobs Created

Payroll

Capital lnfusion

LaunchPad Alumni

Funded Companies

Actual 2010-2016 Annual Goal Forecast 2025

Liquidity Events No.



Contact OGTANe

OCTtlf-ìe

For more information about how you can connect

and grow with OCTANe, contact:

Cara Parchment

Media Relations Manager

Cara@0CTANe0C,org

949.330.6579

Janelle Brunette

Vice President of 0perations

Janelle@0CTANe0C.org

949.330.6569

FOR MORE

INFORMATION
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OCTANe Board & Senior Advisors

Our board members are committed to providing technology business leaders with a forum to

make a lasting impact on the future of the technology industry and the overall quality of the
life in Orange County.

OCTANe Board Executive Committee

OGTANe Board of Directors

BillCarpou
Chief Executive Officer
OCTANe

Davld Perry
Administrative Partner
K&L Gates, LLC

Peter Craig
Former CEO
OC Tech Alliance

Jim Peterson
Chairman & CEO
Microsemi

Bruce Hallett
Managing Partner
Miramar Ventures

Brett Wall
President, Brain Therapy
Medtronic

James Mazzo
Global President of Ophthalmology
CarlZeiss Meditec

Scott Whitcup
Founder & CEO
Akrivista & Whitecap Biosciences

James McCluney
Former CEO
Emulex Corp

ClayWilemon
CEO & Chief Strategy Officer
DevicePharm

Guy Abramo
President, Direct to Consumer
Experian Consumer Services

Tim Brandt
Managing Partner, Orange County office
Deloitte

VickiAnastasi
Vice President & Global Head
Medical Device and Diagnostic Research, ICON

Janelle Brunette
VP, Operations & Board Secretary
OCTANe

Bobby Azamian
President & CMO
Metavention

John Casalaspi
Sr. Business Development Executive
Tech Data

Kelly Barba
Associate Director of Business Development
K&L Gates

Herman er
SVP, Eyecare
Allergan

Thomas Berryman
President
Soft Health Technologies

Rick DeGabrielle
lndependent Advisor

Reynolds Bish
Vice President, Lexmark &
President, Lexmark Enterprise Software

Pete Deutschman
cEo
The Buddy Group



OGTANe Board of Directors (continued)

Bruce Feuchter
Shareholder
Stradling Yocca Carlson Rauth

Steven Litchfield
Chief Strategic Officer & Executive VP
Microsemi

L. Andrew Lyon
Dean, Schmid College of Science & Technology
Chapman University

Bruce Fiscus
AVP, ECS Amerlca West
Salesforce.com

Russ Garcia
cEo
Menlo Micro

Goran Matijasevic
Executive Director, Chief Executive Roundtable
UC lrvine

Ashley Good
Chief Sales Officer
Arbonne

Christine McCauley
Corporate Vice Presidetrt, Human Resources
Edwards Lifesciences

Richard Henson
cEo
PhageTech, LLC

Vic Memenas
cEo
TechSpace

Jay Houlihan
Director
Harvey & Company

YariMitchell
VP of Global Medical Affairs & Business Strategy
AcuFocus

Bob Jacobson
Chairman of the US Board of Directors
RSM

Thomas Mitro
President & COO
Aerie Pharmaceuticals

Jeffrey Kimbell
President & CEO
Jeffrey J. Kimbell & Associates

Paul Pickle
President & COO
Microsemi

Sabing Lee
Partner
Knobbe Martens Olson & Bear

Carey Ransom
Chief Product Officer
Experian

Jennifer Leuer
President - Affinity
Experian Consumer Services

Ehsan Sadri
Director of Clinical Research
Atlantis Eyecare

Richard Lindstrom
Founder & Attending Surgeon
Minnesota Eye Consultants

Ken Salgado
Business Assurance Partner
PriceWaterhouse Coopers

OCTANe - 65 Enterprise, Suite 330, Aliso Viejo, California 92656 949-330-6564



EarlSlee
VP of Technology, Strategy & Business Dev
Medtronic

Gregory Washington
Dean, Henry Samueli School of Engineering
UC lrvine

Richard Sudek
Executive Director, UC lrvine Applied lnnovation
UC lrvine

Jeffry Weinhuff
Managing Partner
Visionary Ventures

Fred Thiel
Chief Advisor
ThielAdvisors

Ashlie Woods
Vice President
Goldman Sachs

Jay Wadkins
cFo
Kobe, lnc.

David Zollinger
Senior Director, Corporate Strategy
Edwards Lifesciences

George Wall
Partner and Chair of M&A Development
GlaserWeil

OCTANe Board of Directors (continued)

OCTANe - 65 Enterprise, Suite 330, Aliso Viejo, California 92656 949-330-6564



OCTANe Senior Advisors

John Belli
Retired Managing Partner
Ernst & Young

Michael Mussallem
Chairman & CEO
Edwards Lifesciences

Jim Corbett
cEo
Alphatec

David Pyott
Former CEO
Allergan

Reginald Gilyard
Dean, The George L. Argyros School
Chapman University

Robert Rosenbluth
Chairman & Founder
lnceptus Medical

Mike Gottfredson
Former Vice Chancellor & Provost
UC lrvine

Marc Samuels
President & CEO
ADVI

Raouf Halim
Former CEO
Mindspeed Technologies lnc

Juli Stone Moran
Managing Director, San Diego Office Consulting
Lead Client Service Partner, Life Sciences
Deloitte Consulting, LLP

Matthew Jenusaitis
Chief of Staff
UCSD Healthcare System

Paul Symczak
Retired, VP Entrepreneurship
OCTANe

Randy Lunn
Managing Director
Catalina Ventures

Daniele Struppa
Chancellor
Chapman University

Matthew Massengill
Chairman
Western Digital

Gerard Von Hoffmann
Partner
Knobbe Martens Olson & Bear

Tom Moebus
Former Vice Chancellor
UC lrvine

OCTANe - 65 Enterprise, Suite 330, Aliso Viejo, California 92656 949-330-6564





  

  

2323 N Broadway, Suite 350, Santa Ana, CA 92706 
 

 
 
October 2, 2017 
 
Re: Support for Amazon HQ2 in Irvine 
 
Dear Mayor Wagner, 
 
I write to you today to voice my support for Irvine’s bid to make itself the home to Amazon’s 
proposed second headquarters.  Irvine is one of the most multi-cultural cities in Southern 
California, and the entire country. 
 
Irvine has established itself as Southern California’s economic and technological leader, calling 
itself home to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical and aerospace industries, 
and state of the art hospitals and medical facilities.  Furthermore, Irvine is home to the University 
of California, Irvine (UCI), which produces 60% of the STEM degrees in Orange County each 
year.  
 
As one of the leading companies in the world, Amazon would be a natural fit in this community 
that is uniquely qualified to be a home to the company and its employees.  The Irvine Unified 
School District (IUSD) is widely regarded as one of the top school districts in the country, 
recently being recognized as being a “Top Five District for Student Achievement” by the non-
profit organization, Education Cities.  Additionally, this year IUSD has 109 National Merit 
Award semifinalists, most in the Southern California region. 
 
Hundreds of different nationalities and international businesses reside in Irvine home, and I 
would like to welcome Amazon to strongly consider making it their home as well. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Leila Mozaffari 
Executive Director 
Institute for Workforce Development 
Rancho Santiago Community College District 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
  Real Estate Services 
  Development 
 

      520 NEWPORT CENTER DR., SUITE 600            NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92660             TEL: 949-271-1100            

         

 
 
Dear Mayor Wagner: 
 
RD Olson Development enthusiastically supports the City of Irvine's efforts to be the location 
for Amazon's new corporate headquarters, or HQ2. 
 
As you well know, Irvine is one of America's most healthy, active lifestyle communities as well 
as a vibrant and dynamic business center -- and one of the best places to live, shop and 
play.  Our company is based in Orange County and we have several hotels in the Irvine 
Spectrum as well as throughout the coast of Orange County. We know this region is a fantastic 
market for business and we know Amazon will find the same success we have here. 
 
Like our company, more than 15,000 other companies of all sizes and representing virtually 
every industry imaginable have discovered the many benefits and prestige that come with an 
Irvine business address.  
 
While the city's business scene is large and robust, there's always room for one more -- and 
we're 100 percent behind your efforts to make sure it is Amazon. If there's anything we can do 
to help you in this important effort, please don't hesitate to ask. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
RD Olson Development 
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September 25,2017

The Honorable Mayor Don Wagner

City of Irvine

1 Civic Center Plaza

Irvine, C492606

CITY COIJNCIL AGENDA
ITEMNO L.I. L
DATET--,1'?-Ql7

BY ELECTRONIC EMAIL ONLY TO CLERK@CITYOFIRVINE.ORG

Re: Support for Amazon HO2 in Irvine

Dear Mayor Wagner,

I support kvine's bid to bccomc thc home of Amazon's proposed second heaclquarters.

Irvinc has cstablished itself as Southern California's economic and technological leacler,

calling itself home to more than 900 tech companies, burgeoning bio-medical and

aerospace industries, and state of the art hospitals. Furthermore, Irvine is home to the

University of California, Irvine (UCI), which produces 60% of the STEM degrees in

Orange County each year.

As one of the leading companies in the world, Amazon would be a natural fit in lrvine.

With excellent education, housing and entertainment opportunities, Irvine is uniquely

qualified to host a company of this caliber. Hundreds of companies have come to call

Irvine home, and I would like to encourage Amazon to strongly consider making it their

home as well.

Sincerely,

Michael Recupero

RECUPERO AND ASSOCIATES, INC.

gr877 DelObispo St. . Suite zo4 . SanJuan Capistrano, CA92675¡3228
Ph: 949.429,6300 . Fax: 949.429'6303' wwwrecupero.net









 
	

 
27758 Santa Margarita Parkway, Suite 378 • Mission Viejo, CA 92691 
949.600.5470 • www.economiccoalition.com 
 

September	26,	2017	

	
The	Honorable	Don	Wagner	
Mayor	
City	of	Irvine	
1	Civic	Center	Plaza	
Irvine,	CA	92606-5207	
	
RE:	Support	for	Amazon	Irvine	HQ2	
	
Dear	Mayor	Wagner:	
	
On	behalf	of	the	Board	of	Directors	and	members	of	the	South	Orange	County	Economic	Coalition	
(SOCEC),	we	would	like	to	offer	our	strong	support	a	second	North	America	Headquarters	for	Amazon	in	Irvine.		
	
As	advocates	for	business	throughout	south	Orange	County,	SOCEC	is	committed	to	working	with	our	
members,	the	broader	business	community	and	local	governments	to	promote	a	strong	business	
climate	and	vibrant	local	economy.			
	
The	economic	impact	of	such	a	large	employer	in	our	region	will	greatly	benefit	the	community	and	the	
business	ecosystem,	help	retain	our	highly-skilled	workforce	educated	in	our	world-class	schools	and	
15	colleges	and	universities,	and	ensure	the	future	economic	vitality	of	Orange	County.	
	
Please	let	us	know	if	there	is	anything	else	that	SOCEC	can	do	to	assist	in	the	pursuit	of	Amazon	HQ2!	
	
Sincerely,	
	
	
	
	
	
Paul	Simonds	
Chair,	South	Orange	County	Economic	Coalition		 		







TRUMARK

Eric A. Nelson
Vice President
Communiiy Developmenl
Direcl: I 49-999-9820
Cell: 949.510.2070

e nelson@trumarkco. com

Septembet 22,2017

The Honoroble Moyor Don Wogner
City of lrvine
I Civic Center Plozq
lrvine, CA92606

Subjecl: Amozon HQ2in lrvíne

Deor Moyor Wogner,

CITY COIJNCIT AGENDA
ITEMNO ¿1.L

DATE q'%'Û

lwrite to voice my support for lrvine's bid to become the home of Amozon's proposed

second heodquorters. lrvine hos estoblished itself os Southern Colifornio's economic
ond technologicol leoder, colling itself home to more thon 900 tech componies,
burgeoning bio-medicol ond oerospoce industries, ond stote of the ort hospitols.

Furthermore, lrvine is home to the University of Colifornio, lrvine (UCl), which produces
60% of the STEM degrees in Oronge County eoch yeor.

As one of the leoding componies in the world, Amozon would be o noturol fit in lrvine.

With excellent educotion, housing ond entertoinment opportunities, lrvine is uniquely
quolified to host q compony of this coliber. Hundreds of componies hove come to coll
lrvine home, ond lwould like to encouroge Amozon to strongly consider moking it their

home os well.

Sincerely,
TRUMARK HOMES, LLC

Ëpic- ñejøoñ

Eric Nelson
Trumork Homes
Vice President - Community Development

EAN/en

450 Newport Center Dr. # 300 | Newport Beach, CA 92660
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September 20,2017 CITY COUNCITAGENDA
ITEM NO Ll-z

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jonathan Abelove . Tammie Bullard . Lynn Davis . James Laird ' Francine Scinto
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DATET%*
The Honorable Donald P. V/agner
Mayor of Irvine
I Civic Center Plaza
Irvine, CA92606-5207

Dear Mayor Wagner:

Tustin Unified School District is enthusiastic about the possibility of Amazon building their HQ2 facility
in Orange County. V/e pledge our full support to the City of Irvine as they work with Amazon to make

their new home in our area.

Tustin Unified is heavily invested in educating students that will grow to be ideal employees and future
leaders for companies like Amazon. V/e have nearly 24,000 students within TUSD. Each of these

learners is acquiìing the communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking skills necessary

to contribute to cutting-edge companies. We have a community that has voted in a $135 million bond

measure to åssure our students the most engaging and rigorous education possible, and to ensurc it is
supported with state-of-the-art technology for the next 25 years.

Tustin Unified is known throughout the state for having a diverse, involved and high-achieving
population. V/e are extremely proud of our 98%o graduation rate, our high college-going rate, our full
range of college and career pathways (including engineering, computer science, manufacturing, graphic

design and visual irnagery), our quality school facilities, strong arts and athletic offerings, and the fact
that our students have access to industry-standard experiences as they pursue their academic endeavors.

In the past year, Tustin Unified students have:

. Built, programmed and launched a Cubesat satellite in conjunction with Irvine schools.

. Qualified seven teams for the World Championships of VEX Robotics. Orchard Hills School

finished in first place in North America and second in the world.

o Tustin High School Engineering Academy was selected to compete in the Lemelson-MlT
InvenTeams program in Massachusetts.

. Played musical performances in venues as prestigious as Carnegie Hall.

¡ 'Won CIF athletic championships.

. Gained access to some of the nation's most prestigious colleges and universities. J["r*J
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. Completed internships at companies such as Boeing and UPS,

o Ear-ned AA degrees before high school graduation in the Earty College Program.

o Won multiple awards throughout the world,in prograrírs such as Model United Nations.

. Passed a total of 2,136 Advanced Placement and Infernational Baocalaureate exams with a70Yo

pass rate.

. Ongoing access to on=site innovation labs, makerspaies, and coding experiences.

In summary, w€ are excited about afuture w-here our studqnts can work for a,local company as dynamic
as Amazon. We fully support a future Amazon/City of Irvine partnership.

Gregory A.





 

UNITRADE LTD.                 P.O. Box 644, Corona del Mar, CA. 92625               949 231-9090		
 

Mayor Don Wagner 
1 Civic Center Plaza 
Irvine, CA 92606 
 
October 10, 2017 
 
RE:  Amazon in Irvine 
 
Dear Mayor Wagner, 
 
I would like to add my voice and that of my company, Unitrade Ltd., to the 
many citizens and firms who support Irvine’s bid to make Irvine the new home 
for Amazon’s second headquarters. 
 
Irvine is home to many start-ups and numerous mid-cap successful businesses.  
Amazon would be a ‘glove like’ fit in our innovative community. 
 
Irvine has established itself as So Cal’s economic and technological leader, 
calling itself home to more than nine hundred tech companies, burgeoning 
bio-med and aerospace firms.  Add, state of the art hospitals, laboratories and 
related medical facilities along with art and cultural facilities to enhance the 
lifestyle of our residents and your future employees. 
 
As one of the leading companies in the world, Amazon would be a natural fit in 
this community that is uniquely qualified to be a home to the company and its 
employees.  The Irvine Unified School District (IUSD) is widely regarded as one of 
the top school districts in the country, recently being recognized as being a 
“Top Five District for Student Achievement” by the non-profit organization, 
Education Cities.  Additionally, this year IUSD has 109 National Merit Award 
semifinalists, most in the Southern California region. 
 
Hundreds of innovators and successful businesses reside in Irvine, and we would 
like to welcome Amazon to strongly consider making it their ‘HOME’ as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
K.L. Dufour 
Founder, Chairman 







Laura Perdew

From:
Sent:
lo:
Subject:

Brian Dozer < briandozerT4@webster.edu >

Friday, September 15,2017 10:27 AM

Amazonlrvine
We strongly support lrvine's bid for Amazon's HQ2

We are proud to call lrvine home for our campus and believe deeply in this city and community. We feelthat
lrvine would be an exceptional home for Amazon's new headquarters and we strongly support the efforts of
the clty and Greater lrvine Chamber.

Best,

Brian

Brian Dozer, D.Mgt.
Director, lrvine Metro Campus

Webster University | 32 Discovery Suite 250 | lrvine, CA926L8
Office: 949-450-9066 | Mobile: 949-505-2889
Website I Facebook I Twitter I Linkedln

83




	Angels Baseball
	Association of California Cities-OC
	Black Chamber of Orange County
	Brandman University
	Building Industry Assoc of So Cal
	California State Univesity of Fullerton
	City of Irvine Map
	Clearwater Communities
	Cox
	Cylance
	Edwards Lifesciences
	Exchange Club of Newport Beach
	Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian
	Irvine Chamber of Commerce
	Irvine Unified School District
	Irvine Valley College
	LCB
	LTG Platinum, LLC
	Mayer Corporation
	Memorial Care
	Mobilitie LLC
	Monster VR
	Newport Beach Chamber of Commerce
	OC Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
	OC Iranian American Chamber of Commerce
	OCBC Board of Directors Coalition Letter_Final
	OCTANe
	Origins Golf Design
	Rancho Santiago Community College District Workforce Development
	RD Olson Development
	Recupero & Associates
	Second Harvest Food Bank
	South OC Community College District
	South OC Economic Coalition
	Southern California Edison
	Technologent
	Trumark Homes
	Tustin Unified School District
	United Way
	Unitrade Ltd
	University of California Irvine
	Webster University
	Whittier Law School



