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“What do you want to learn 
today?”

Lexia Robitaille

Emergent curriculum

What is it?

● Child initiated, framed by teacher 

● Child interest, teacher build upon what they need

● Teacher help children dig deeper, discover and 

construct further knowledge

● flexible curriculum

● Teaching is visible in both teacher and child
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How does it work?

Learn to ditch the curriculum and follow your child’s lead

● Beginning with conversations with your students

● Process begins anew with teachers acting as researchers

● Teachers observe children’s emerging interest

● Teachers act as scaffolding, helping the children define their questions

continued...

● Children and teachers select together a direction of study

● Teachers provide materials, facilitate hypothesis development, and methods to test 

hypothesis

● Active investigation begin…

● Teachers challenge children to take another approach or work in another medium 

encouraging children to reach deeper and deeper levels of learning
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Planning your curriculum

Don’t freak out, but your curriculum cannot be planned ahead of time….

● One day at a time

● Keeping it moving

● Focus on what you’re asking the children

● Is the interest still there?

● Dig deeper

● serendipity

Birds
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What to do to keep interest?

● Loose parts

● Conversations

● Materials given

● scaffolding

● play

Teaching together

● Children will be involved, if you are involved

● Have fun with it

● Make it an adventure

● Have confidence in what you are teaching about

● Share the power...
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Open-ended questions

*closed -ended questions have answers of yes/no

*Open-ended questions require longer, informative answers

-More complex language

-Active participation

-response to this question is not limited to a set

of options.



10/13/2018

7

theorist

Can I get some support…

Lev vygotsky (1896-1934)- russian psychologist 

-Social interaction

-zone of proximal development

-Scaffolding 

Benefits for the children

● Who has the power?

● Think about a child’s morning before they get to school

● Goals and objectives

○ social /emotional development

○ Physical development

○ Cognitive development

○ Language development
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Open and  bright classroom

Reading Center

What your classroom might look 
like...

Science 
center
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Loose Parts

Activity time!

Web creating

You will come up with something that you want to learn about.

After choosing subject, break it into each learning area,

-Math, Literacy, Science, Dramatic Play, Blocks, Sensory and Outside Play

Be aware of:

Open-ended questions, child’s need, interest, developmentally appropriate
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