
CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION NO. 20-28

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
IRVINE, CALIFORNIA, RATIFYING THE PROCLAMATION
OF THE EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL EMERGENCY BY THE
DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES AND
CONFIRMING EMERGENCY ORDERS, RULES AND
REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, as of the signing of this resolution, a novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
had spread globally to over 184 countries, infecting more than 438,000 persons and killing
more than 20,700 individuals worldwide. Due to the expanding list of countries with
widespread transmission of COVID-19, and increasing travel alerts and warnings for
countries with sustained or uncontrolled community transmission issued by the Centers
of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), COVID-19 has created conditions that are
likely to be beyond the control of local resources and require the combined forces of other
political subdivisions to combat; and

WHEREAS, priorto March 24,2020,theWorld Health Organization, the President
of the United States, the Governor of the State of California, and the County of Orange
all declared states of emergency as a result of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 24,2020, there were 152 known and confirmed cases of
COVID-19 within Orange County, with 1 confirmed death; 53 of the cases were travel-
related, 45 were community-acquired, and 16 were person-to-person spread; and

WHEREAS, Division 9 of the City of lrvine's Municipal Code empowers the Director
of Emergency Services to proclaim the existence or threatened existence of a local
emergency if the proclamation is made while the City Council is not in session; in that
circumstance, the proclamation must be presented to the City Council for ratification
within seven days; and

WHEREAS, on March 17,2020, while the City Council was not in session, the
Director of Emergency Services proclaimed the existence or threatened existence of a
local emergency (Emergency Proclamation). A true and correct copy of the Emergency
Proclamation is provided as Attachment 1; and

WHEREAS, under lrvine Municipal Code Section 4-9-107(AX6Xa), the
proclamation of an emergency allows the Director of Emergency Services to "make and
issue rules and regulations on matters reasonably related to the protection of life and
property as affected by such emergency where necessary to preserve the public order
and safety. Such orders and regulations and amendments and rescíssions thereof shall
be in writing and shall be given widespread publicity and notice; provided, however, such
rules and regulations must be confirmed at the earliest practicable time by the City
Council"; and
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WHEREAS, pursuant to and consistent with his authority under lrvine Municipal
Code Section 4-9-107(AX6Xa), on March 18, 2020 the Director of Emergency Services
issued a series of rules and measures (Rules and Measures) designed to protect the
public health and safety during the COVID-19 emergency. A true and correct copy of the
Rules and Measures are provided as Attachment 2; and

WHEREAS, the Rules and Measures supplement and augment the motion
adopted by the City Council at its emergency meeting on March 12,2020. A true and
correct copy of the City Council's March 12,2020 motion is provided as Attachment 3;

and

WHEREAS, the Rules and Measures also supplement, augment, and implement
direction provided by the President of the United States, the Centers for Disease Control,
Governor of the State of California, the California Department of Public Health, and the
Orange County Health Officer, as found at the following links:

President of the United States:
o https://www.whitehouse. gov/wp-

co ntenUu p loadsl2020/03/03. 1 6. 2 0 ce ro n avi ru s-
quidance 8.5x11 31SPM.pdf

o Centers for Disease Control
httos ://www. cd c. oov/co ron virus/20 1 9-ncov/index htm I

Governor of California
o https ://r¡nmry. gov. ca. g ov/cateq o ry/executive-o rd e rs/

California Department of Public Health
o Cpdh.ca.gov/covid19

Orange County Health Officer
o https ://www. ochealth i nfo. com/civicax/fi leban k/blobd load. asp

x?BloblD=114422

WHEREAS, the City's ability to mobilize local resources, coordinate interagency
response, accelerate procurement of vital supplies, use mutual aid, and seek future
reimbursement by the State and Federal Governments will be critical to successfully
responding to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to lrvine Municipal Code Sections 4-9-107(AX1) and 4-9-
107(AX6Xa), this resolution has been prepared for and presented to the City Council so
that it may consider (r) ratification of the Emergency Proclamation, and (tt) confirmation of
the Rules and Measures; and

NOW, THEREFORE, lT lS PROCLA¡MED that the City Council of the City of lrvine
ratifies the determination of the Director of Emergency Services that a local emergency
exists throughout the City of lrvine and that the Emergency Organization of the City of
lrvine, by and through the Director of Emergency Services, shalltake all necessary steps
for the protection of life, health and safety in the City of lrvine, including those steps
authorized in lrvine Municipal Code Division 9, those steps further authorized in this
resolution, and such additional steps as the City Council may authorize from time to time;
and

2 CC RESOLUTION NO. 20-28

o
a

a



lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that allCity Departments shall, underthe direction
of the Director of Emergency Services, review and revise their department emergency
and contingency plans to address the risks COVID-19 poses to their critical functions;
and

lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that all City Departments shall track costs for
staffing, supplies, and equipment related to COVID-19 preparation and prevention and
forward that information to the City's Administrative Services department; and

lT lS FURTHER PROCLAIMED, the Director of Emergency Services shall
coordinate citywide planning, preparedness and response efforts regarding COVID-19
with the Orange County Department of Public Health and the Orange County Office of
Emergency Services (OES), and all other appropriate authorities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED AND ORDERED by the City Council of
the City of lrvine, California as follows:

SECTION 1. The Ci ty Council of the City of lrvine hereby ratifies the Emergency
Proclamation provided as Attachment I hereto.

SECTION 2. The City Council of the City of lrvine hereby approves the Rules and
Measures provided as Attachment 2 hereto, which augment and implement the March
12, 2020 emergency motion of the City Council provided as Attachment 3 hereto.

SECTION 3. The City Council and City Commissions shall continue to hold
regularly scheduled meetings at City Hall; provided, however, that those needing or
choosing to participate by teleconference or other remote means, as they deem
necessary to address or avoid health risks associated with the COVID-19, may elect to
do so.

SECTION 4. A copy of this Resolution will be fon¡rarded to the Director of
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services requesting that the Director find it
acceptable in accordance with State Law; that the Governor of California, pursuant to the
Emergency Services Act, issue a proclamation declaring an emergency in the City of
lrvine; that the Governor waive regulations that may hinder response and recovery efforts;
that recovery assistance be made available under that California Disasters Assistance
Act; and that the State expedite access to State and Federal resources and any other
appropriate federal disaster relief programs.

SECTION 5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately and widespread
publicity and notices shall be given said Declaration through the most feasible and
adequate means of disseminating such notices throughout the City; and

SECTION 6. The duration of this local emergency, the powers, functions and
duties of the emergency organization of the City shall be those, prescribed by state law,
by ordinances and by resolutions of the City; and that this local emergency shall be
deemed to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the City Council of the City of lrvine,
State of California.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of lrvine at a regular
meeting held on the 24th day of March, 2020.

MAYOR OF THE CITY OF IRVINE
ATTEST

ssÏ cflT a€u<
CITY CLERK OF THE C¡TY OF IRVINE

srATE OF CALTFORNTA )
couNTY oF oRANGE ) SS
crTY oF TRVTNE )

l, MOLLY M. PERRY, City Clerk of the City of lrvine, HEREBY DO CERTIFY that
the foregoing resolution was duly adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council of the
City of lrvine, held on the 24th day of March, 2020.

<.

AYES:

NOES

ABSENT

ABSTAIN
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0

0

0

COUNCILMEMBERS

COUNCILMEMBERS

COUNCILMEMBERS

COUNCILMEMBERS

Carroll, Fox, Khan, Kuo, and Shea

None

None

None
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CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF IRVINE
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CITY OF IRVINE

PROCLAMATION OF THð BXISTENCE
OF'A LOCAL EMERGENCY

BY THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY SERVICES
(rRvINE MI]NTCIPAL CODr SECTION 4-9-107(Ä))

WHEREAS, lrvine Municipal Code Section 4-9-105(A) designates the
City Manager as the City's Director of Emergency Services;

WHBREAS, lrvine Municipal Code Section 4-9-lA7(A)(l) authorizes the
Director of Emergency Services, if the City Council is not in session, to proclaim
the existence of a local emergency upon the actual or threatened existence of
conditions of disaster or of extreme peril to the saf'ety of persons and property
within this City caused by such conditions as, among others, an epidemic;

WHEREAS, conditions of extreme peril to the safety of persons have
arisen, internationally, within the United States, within the State of Califomia, and
within the City of lrvine as a result of the infioduction of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), a novel communicable disease, which was t'irst detected in Wuhan
City, Hubei Province, China in December 2Al9;

WHEREAS, COVID-i9 has spread globally to over 70 countries, infecting
more than l8l,000 persons and killing more than 7,100 individuals worldwide;

WHÍ,REAS. on January 3A,202A the World l-lcalth Organization (WHO)
declared the outbreak a "public health emergency of inlernational concefir";

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2A2A United States Health and Human
Services Secretary Alex M. Azar II declared a public health emergency for ihe
United States to aid the nation's healthcare community in responding to COVID-
19;

WHEREAS, on February 26,2020 the CDC confrrmed the fìr'st case of
local pelson-to-person community transmission of COVID-19 in the United States;

WHEREAS, on February 26,202A the Health Officer of Orange County
and the Orange County Board of Supervisors determined that there is an imminent
threat fo the public health frorn the introduction of COVID- l9 and declarecl a local
health emergençy;
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WHERBAS, on March 4, 2A20. the Governor ol the State of Califbrnia
declared a state of emergency in Califbrnia due to the introduction and spread of
COVID-19;

\ryHEREAS, on March ll, ?A20 ¡he WHO elevated the public health

emergency caused by the spread of COVID-19 to the status of a pandemic; and

WI-IEREAS. orr N,Iarch 13.202A. school disLricts serving the City of lrvitte,

inclucling Irvine Unified School District aitd Santa Ana Unified School District,
announced the closure of schools due to COVID- 19, effective March 16,2024.

WHEREAS, on lvlarch 15,2A2A, the Governor ol"lhc State ol'Califlornia
released statewide guidance, urging the highest risk of population (individuals who

are 65 years or older, or have compromiseci immune syslem) to sell'-isolate at home;

WHEREAS, on lvlarch 16.202A, the President of the United States issued

"The Presidelrt's Coronavirus Guidelines ibr America: l5 Days to Slow the Spread"

which recommended, and âmong other things, stated

[]xhibitin¿ Svm$t¡rms: "lfyou lècl sick, stay hotne- Da not
go to work. Contact your medical provider."

Ç&!!dreq: "lf your chiidren are sick, keep them at home. Do

not send them to school. Contact your rnedical provider'"

'l'e,sted Pr¡sitive: "lf sotneone in your household has tested

positive for the çoronavirus, keep the entire houseliold at

home. Do not go to work. Do not go to scltool. Contact

your medical provider."

Oldcr Pcrsons: "if you are an older person, stay home and

arvay fiom other people,"

Vulncrable: "lf you are a person with a serious underl¡,ing

health condition that can pur you at increased risk (tbr
example, a condition thal ìmpairs your lung or heatt funciion
or weakens your imrnune system). stay home and away from
other people."

Young ¡nd lle¿lthv: "Even if you are young, or other\,vise

healthy, you are at risk and your activities can increase the

risk fbr others. It is critical that you do your palt to stop the

spread of the coronavirus: (a) work or engage in schooling
f'r'orn home whenever possible; (c) avoid social

gatherings in groups of more than lû people; (d) avoid eating
or drinking in bars, restaurants. and foocl oourts - ttse cirive-

thlu, pickup, or delivery options; (e) avoid discretionary
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travel, shopping trips, and social visits; (Ð do not visit
nursing homes or retirenlent or long-term çale facilities
unless to provide clitical assistance."

\ryHBRÂS, as of Marclr 16,202rJ, there were two known and coniìrrned

travel related cases of COVID-19 within the City of frvine.

WHEREAS, the widespread and community transmission of COVID-19,

has created conclitions that are likely to be beyond the control of local resources

and require the combined t-orces of other political subdivisiorrs to combat;

yHBREAS, the City's abrility t<¡ mobilize local lesources, coordinate

ilteragency respollse, acceierate procurenel"lt of vital supplies, use mutual aid, and

seek fì-lture reimbursement by the State and Federal governments r,vill be critical to

successfully responding to COVID-l 9;

WHEREAS, the Director of Emergency Services believes and has

concluded that the above-described conditions of exftenle peril warrant a

proclamation of local emcrgency; and

NOW, THEIìEFORE, pursuant to Division 9 ¡rfthe lrvine Municipal Code

ancl California Governrnent Code Section 8630, it is hereby proclaimed that a local

emergency now exists in tlre City of h'vine anti for this en,ergency. assistance and

aid is requested ft'orl Federal, State, and the County governancc to the City,

inclivicluals and businesses affþcted thereby.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that thc local emergency shall be deemed

to exist until iis termination is declared by resolution of the City Council; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Director of Emergenc¡'services or

hisiher designee mal<e any and all necossary arrangements ibr the City Council to

ratify this proclamation within seven (7) days'

The City Clerk shall certity as to acioption of this proclamation'

PASSED, APPROVBD, AÐOPTED, AND EFFBCTIVE on the 17th day

of March 2020.

City Manager I Director of Emergcncy Services:

John Russo

Date: l/ Øa rrL eo ç, Ò

T
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City Clerk'
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CITY OF IRVINE

EMERGENCY MEASURES FOR THE MANAGEMENT AND OPERATION
OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES DURING THE CORONAVIRUS

EMERGENCY

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19) has spread globally to over 70 countries, infecting
more than 181,000 persons and killing more than 7,100 individuals worldwide. The
World Health Organization, the United States Government, the State of California, and
the County of Orange have all declared states of emergency to address COVID-19.
Consistent with those declarations, on Marcn 18,2020, the City Manager in his capacity
as the Director of Emergency Services for the City of lrvine issued a proclamation
declaring a local emergency (Local Emergency Declaration). Ratification of that
proclamation will be considered by the City Council at its March 24,2020 meeting.

The Local Emergency Declaration empowers the Director of Emergency Services to
exercise the authority outlined in lrvine Municipal Code section 4-9-107, including (r)

controlling and directing the emergency organization of the City, (l) issuing rules and
regulations on matters reasonably related to the protection of life and property as
affected by the emergency, (rl) obtaining vital supplies, equipment as needed for the
protection of life and property. Pursuant to and consistent with that authority, the
Director of Emergency Services orders as follows (all orders are effective as of March
18,2020 and shall remain in place until further notice):

1. Glosure of Citv Hall to the Public: City Hall shall be closed to the public. City
staff shall remain available to provide services to the maximum extent practicable
online, via telephone, and/or via video conference. City staff shall continue to
participate in meetings (by telephone or videoconference), conduct plan checks
(through the online portal), and allow for class and other community services
registrations (online). This general rule is subject to the following two exceptions:

a. Public Safety: The public is strongly encouraged to interface with the Public
Safety department via telephone, email, or internet access to the maximum
extent feasible. Where in person contact is necessary, public safety
personnel will be available (e.9., for interviews of witnesses and victims of
crimes). However, public safety personnel are directed to ensure that a safe
social distance is maintained during interactions with the public.

b. Other Essential Services lnteractions: Where (r) business cannot be
completed by telephone, videoconference, or online, and (tt) the business is
integral to the maintenance of public safety and/or the core functions of the
City, an in-person meeting may be arranged upon express prior approval of
the Director of Emergency Services. Safe social distances and other
appropriate protective measures shall be utilized during such meetings.

Access shall be controlled to ensure that only City employees and persons
subject to one of the two preceding exceptions can enter City Hall.
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2. Public Safetv/Police: Public Safety personnel shall continue providing for the
safety of the lrvine community while also taking all appropriate measures to
provide for their personal protection.

3. After School and Sprinq Break Proqrams Through its motion adopted on
March 12, 2020, the lrvine City Council directed that all adult programs and the
majority of youth programs from the Community Services department be
postponed, but deferred for further evaluation the postponement of after school
and spring break programs for children. Given the closures of lrvine Unified
School District, Santa Ana Unified School District, and Tustin Unified School
District, those remaining programs (after school and spring break) are
postponed.

4. Animal Gare Center: The lrvine Animal care center shall remain open on an
appointment-only basis. No drop-in services shall be available

5. No Meetinqs Outside of Citv Hall: City staff shall not attend any work meetings
outside of City Hall. Any meeting that previously would have been held off-site
will be converted to a teleconference. ln addition, staff shall not leave City Hall
(or any other City building) for lunch; staff shall take lunch on site.

6. Personnel Schedulinq: Consistent with the President's directive to "work and
enoaoe in schoolino from home whenever possible," the following staffing rules
are established

a. Vulnerable Emplovees: Employees that are 65 years old or older, and
employees that have conditions or diseases that render them particularly
vulnerable to COVID-19 (e.9., diseases that compromise the immune system)
shall telecommute.

b. Parents of Minor or Disabled Children: Parents that need to care for minor
or disabled children who are home due to school and/or care closures shall
telecommute. Department Directors shall have discretion to make
modifications as necessary to balance an employees' caregiving and work
responsibilities.

c. Essential Services Personnel (Workinq lnside Gitv Buildinqs) Each City
department has identified two teams of core personnel that will alternate
weeks working inside City Hall and inside other City buildings; it shall be the
duty and responsibility of those employees to manage the continuing
provision of the essential services of each department. On weeks when a
team of personnel is not working at City Hall, that team shall telecommute.

d. Remaininq Gitv Emplovees With Primarv Job Duties Performed in a Gitv
Buildinq: All remaining employees that perform their primary job
responsibilities inside a City building that is closed (e.9., City Hall, OSF) shall
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telecommute, unless othenruise assigned by their Department Director.
Telecommuting status of employees working in open City buildings (e.9.,
Great Park Visitors' Center, Community Centers, Animal Care Center) will be
evaluated by Department Directors on a case-by-case basis.

e. Remaininq Citv Emplovees with Primarv Job Duties Performed Outside:
City employees that perform their primary job responsibilities outside a City
building shall continue to perform their job responsibilities, unless otherwise
directed by their Department Director.

f. Telecommutinq Responsibilitv: These telecommuting rules are designed
to (r) maintain essential services to the public, (r) protect the health and safety
of City staff, and (¡i,|- maximize the going-fonruard productivity and
responsiveness of the City to community needs. Consistent with those goals,
all telecommuting employees shall to the maximum extent possible discharge
their job duties from home. That includes answering all calls and responding
to all emails in a timely, meaningful, and professional manner, and working
diligently to complete the business of the City. Department Directors may
modify or augment employee duties as necessary to increase telecommuting
productivity or render an employee's duties more consistent with
telecommuting. Those employees with job duties that are not amenable to
telecommuting shall remain on call and ready to respond to work assignments
as directed by the Department Director.

g. lnformation Technoloqv: lnformation technology staff are directed to train
and support City staff as necessary to facilitate telecommuting and the
conduct of City business via telephone, video conference, and online
services.

The changes in work and home life caused by COVID-19 are significant and evolving.
The measures that the City Council put in place on March 12, 2020 were appropriate
and fon¡vard looking at that time. But the breadth and depth of the emergency continues
to grow. We have devised these additional rules with a goal of protecting all employees
while continuing to do the public's business. Those are our guiding principles. We
recognize that we may have to change and adapt as we learn more about both the
public health crisis. We are asking for your assistance, understanding, and flexibility as
that occurs.
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CITY COUNCIL DIRECTION ON NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID.19)

ln closed session, the City Council deliberated at length concerning the effects of the
spread of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) on the City's Public facilities, services, and
events. Based on those careful deliberations, the City Council unanimously directed
implementation and preventative measures.

1. Citv Sponsored Events: All City-sponsored community events through the end of
April will be postponed. The event list will be published on the City's website. This
will include the Great Park Balloon, Carousel, and Farmers' Market.

2. Senior Centers The City's three senior centers and the Sweet Shade Ability
Centerwill be closed until furthernotice, effective March 13 at5 p.m.. Food delivery
and pickup services, and the TRIPS program will remain in operation.

3. Adult Recreation: All recreation classes for adults will be postponed through the
end of April.

4. Eveninq and Weekend Youth Recreation: lndoor and outdoor recreation
programs for children, other than after school and spring break programs, will be
postponed through the end of April.

After School and Sprinq Break Recreation. and Child Care: ïhe City
Manager will work with the School District Liason Committee (City
Councilmember Khan and Councilmember Kuo) in coordination with the
school districts to determine the best course for handling afterschool
programs, spring break camps, and child care programs for youth.

5. Private Events at Citv Facilities: Private events scheduled at indoor and outdoor
City facilities (such as weddings, memorials, church services and sports leagues)
will be postponed.

l. However, the Community Centers shall remain open

6. lrvine Animal Care Center: The Animal Care Center shall remain open; however,
events at the Animal Care Center shall be postponed until further notice

7. Citv Council and Gommission Meetinq: ïhe City Council strongly encourages
telecommuting by the public at City Council meetings, as authorized by the
Governor's emergency executive order, issued on March 12.

l. City staff will work with Commissions to limit and consolidate meetings, in
an effort to minimize public exposures.

A. Committee meetings will be postponed untilfurther notice.
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8. Public Facility Gleaninq: The City will complete a "spring cleaning" and
sanitization of all City buildings, beginning March 13. All people in City Hall will be
encouraged to continue using hand sanitizers and other cleaning materials made
available in City Hall.

9. Public Services: Beginning Wednesday, March 18, all City services will be
performed by City staff online orby telephone. Personal meetings will nof þe
available at City Hall until further notice. The lrvine Police Department Business
Desk will maintain regular operating procedures at this time.

10. Work Travel: Work travel for City employees shall be postponed/cancelled until
further notice, unless essential to a City employees' ability to maintain a license or
certification.

11. Citv Staff Meetinqs: All in-person meetings shall be rescheduled as telephonic
meetings, effective immediately.
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